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After the collapse of communist rule, the Central European societies abandoned state 

socialism in the so-called return to Europe. This “return” was ought to bring them back to a 

perceived European civilization. However, this understanding of Europe leads back to 

previous constructions and perceptions of Europe. Already in state socialism, official and 

dissident thinkers formed ideas of Europe as a set of perceptions and values. These ideas 

differed from the Western model, as there were, for instance, tropes of belonging to a 

“European” civilization or perceptions of wealth. Human rights and democracy played a 

different role, because they were perceived as “the other”. Independent peace activities, who 

anticipated the end of Europe’s separation in two military blocs, were confronted with the 

official peace propaganda. My research on ideas of Europe analyzes the formations and the 

transfers of a European thought in and between national societies as well as in their several 

public spheres. 

 

The discussed approach of a hybrid public sphere provides an instrument for estimating the 

effectiveness and the range of coverage of ideas of Europe in the societies. The propaganda of 

the ruling communist parties lacked of acceptance. However, a marginal impact of the 

opposition’s circles on the state socialist societies is conceded as well. Thus, the main 

problem of the distribution and diffusion to different public spheres of state socialism would 

remain unsolved with pure research on ideas of Europe in the ruling parties and the 

oppositions. The discussed conception of a hybrid public sphere describes a space, in which 

argumentations and tropes of both communist and dissent origin can be found, but which is, to 

a certain extent, determined by everyday life’s interpretations and reformulations of these 

paradigms. 

 

In this regard, the mutual interplay of official magazines and the underground press is of high 

importance. The PhD project analyzes underground publications of Polish, Czechoslovak and 

GDR dissidents as well as the official magazines “Polityka” (Warsaw), “Tvorba” (Prague) 

and “horizont” (East Berlin). Besides the published materials, I analyze sources of 

propaganda planning and state censorship. I interviewed authors of the three official weeklies.  

 

The planned book integrates the empiric outcome of the different national characteristics and 

streams of communication into a Central European perspective. It addresses implicit multiple 

perspectives of transfer and comparison. Debates on “Europe” and their cultural constructions 

are historicized in their national cultural frameworks as well as the exchange and transfer of 

ideas across the state’s and bloc’s borders. When entangling these perspectives, I do not only 

present a typology of European ideas in the Eastern bloc. I can show how informal ideas of 

Europe advanced into the official press well before the collapse of state socialist rule. Thus, I 

evaluate the impact of discourses about Europe on the events of the annus mirabilis of 1989. 


